(&) Campaign Charleston
Listen (&) Learn Guide

(&) Campaign Vision Statement
To improve how Christians engage politics and culture and to disrupt America's sociopolitical
arena by asserting the justice and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Listen (&) Learn Goals
To inform about the roles and responsibilities of our elected officials
To present the candidates currently in office and create awareness surrounding upcoming
elections
To give a brief overview of the law-making, law-enforcing and law-interpreting officials
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Municipal and County Government Overview
Local governments generally include two tiers: counties, also known as boroughs in Alaska and
parishes in Louisiana, and municipalities, or cities/towns. In some states, counties are divided
into townships. Municipalities can be structured in many ways, as defined by state
constitutions, and are called, variously, townships, villages, boroughs, cities, or towns. Various
kinds of districts also provide functions in local government outside county or municipal
boundaries, such as school districts or fire protection districts.
Municipalities -- those defined as cities, towns, boroughs (except in Alaska), villages, and
townships — are generally organized around a population center and in most cases correspond
to the geographical designations used by the United States Census Bureau for reporting of
housing and population statistics. Municipalities vary greatly in size, from the millions of
residents of New York City and Los Angeles to the 287 people who live in Jenkins, Minnesota.
(Source: whitehouse.gov)

Most Americans have more daily contact with
their state and local governments than with the
federal government.
Local government is responsible for the management of:
• parks and recreation services
• police and fire departments
• housing services
• emergency medical services
• municipal courts
• transportation services (including public transportation)
• roads; traffic; planning
• public works (streets, sewers, snow removal, signage, and so forth)
• economic and community development
• school boards
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Area Municipal Governments
Municipal governments in South Carolina are structured in the following ways:

Types of Municipal Government
Mayor-Council (Strong Mayor)

Council (Weak Mayor)

Council-Manager

Mayor with 4+ Council Members

5, 7, or 9 councilmembers
(including mayor)

Mayor and 4, 6 or 8
councilmembers
City Manager

City of Charleston
Type: Mayor-Council
4-Year Term

City of North Charleston
Type: Mayor-Council
4-Year Terms

Mayor John Tecklenberg
Since 2016 (2nd Term)

Mayor R. Keith Summey
Since 1994 (6th Term)

Town of Summerville
Type: Council
4-Year Terms

City of Goose Creek
Type: Mayor-Council
4-Year Terms

Town of Moncks Corner
Type: Mayor-Council
4-Year Terms

Mayor Ricky Waring
Since 2020 (1st Term)

Mayor Gregory Habib
Since 2018 (1st Term)

Mayor Michael Lockliear
Since 2016 (2nd Term)

July 2020

Town of Mount Pleasant
Type: Council
4-Year Terms

Mayor Will Haynie
Since 2017 (1st Term)
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Area County Governments
County Councils makes policy decisions for their respective counties as established by state
law. County Council serves as a link between County government and the citizens,
municipalities and agencies located within its boundaries, and also represents the area's
concerns and interests when dealing with other local, state, federal or international
governments. Council is responsible for approving an annual budget to fund County
operations, including the determination of any necessary taxes or fees.
County Governments in South Carolina are structured in the following ways:
Types of County Government
Council

Council-Supervisor

Council-Administrator

Council-Manager

Council has
responsibility for
policymaking and
administration

Administrative
responsibility resides in
an elected supervisor
who serves as chair of
council, but only votes
in case of a tie

Administrative
responsibility rests with
a professional
administrator/manager
who reports to the
council

Administrative
responsibility rests with
a professional
administrator/manager
who reports to the
council
The auditor and
treasurer may be
appointed by the
council rather than
elected.

Charleston County
Council
Type: Council-Administrator
9 Council Members
4-Year Terms

J.Elliott Summey, Chairman
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(&) Action Step:
Identify the council members
for your county and city.

Berkeley County Council
Type: Council-Supervisor
9 Council Members
4-Year Terms

Johnny Cribb, Supervisor and
Chairman

(&) Action Step:
Find out where, when, what
time and how often your city
and council councils meet.

Page 5

Municipal and County Overview: Law Enforcement

Municipal Law Enforcement: Chief of Police

A Chief of Police oversees the police department they serve. A police chief's responsibilities
and duties include testing, training, and evaluating officers, assigning promotions, delegating
casework, and conducting administrative duties.

City of Charleston

City of North Charleston

Town of Mount Pleasant

Chief Luther T. Reynolds
Since 2018

Chief Reggie Burgess
Since 2018

Chief Carl Ritchie
Since 2013

Town of Summerville

City of Goose Creek

Chief Jon Rogers
Since 2016

Chief L.J. Roscoe
Since 2019
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Town of Moncks Corner

Chief Rick Ollic
Since 2016
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County Law Enforcement: Sheriff

The Sheriff is typically an elected position that oversees a county and is responsible for
enforcing the law.
In some counties where urban areas have their own police departments, a sheriff may be
restricted to civil procedure enforcement duties, while in other counties, the sheriff may serve
as the principal police force and have jurisdiction over all of the county's municipalities,
regardless if they have their own city or town/township police department.
A sheriff often administers the county jails and is responsible for court security functions within
their jurisdiction.

Charleston County Sheriff
Sheriff Al Cannon Jr

Berkeley County Sheriff
Sheriff S. Duane Lewis

Since 1988

Since 1984

(&) Action Step:
Find out what your police
departments are doing to
promote community
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(&) Action Step:
Find out the type of training
and continued education your
police department requires.
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Municipal and District Overview: Court System

Municipal Court System

The following municipalities hold have their own courts that serve as the judicial arm of the
municipal government. These courts are authorized to hear all cases arising under municipal
codes that occur within the city limit.
Most of the judges that serve on these courts are appointed by the City Council for specific
terms.
Charleston

Summerville

North Charleston

Goose Creek

Mount Pleasant

Moncks Corner

Typical cases include: DUI and other traffic offenses, shoplifting, assault, domestic violence, and
petty larceny. These can vary by court.
Source: https://www.sccourts.org/municipalCourt/municipals.cfm?countyno=10

(&) Action Step:

Discover the municipal judges for
your city and how long they have
been serving.

County (or Circuit) Court System
The Circuit Court is the State of South Carolina's court of general jurisdiction. It is divided into
two types of court: the Court of Common Pleas which deals with civil matters, and the Court of
General Sessions, which is the criminal court. The Circuit Court also has limited appellate
jurisdiction over cases from probate court, magistrate court and municipal court. Circuit court
judges are elected by the General Assembly to six year terms.
Source: https://sccourts.org/circuitCourt/

(&) Action Step:

Discover the circuit judges for
your district and how long they
have been serving.
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(&) Action Step:

Who is the elected Clerk-of-Court
for your county and when are
they up for reelection?
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County (or Circuit) Court System: Solicitor
District Attorney is the chief prosecutor for a local government area, typically a county.
A DA's duties typically include reviewing police arrest reports, deciding whether to bring
criminal charges against arrested people, and prosecuting criminal cases in court. This means
that they often work closely with law enforcement in obtaining evidence and building a case.
The DA may also supervise other attorneys, called Deputy District Attorneys or Assistant
District Attorneys
In South Carolina, the D.A.s are referred to as Circuit Solicitors. Solicitors are elected every 4
years. 2020 is an electing year for the Solicitor in South Carolina.

Charleston and Berekely
Counties Solicitor
(Judicial Circuit 9)

(&) Action Step:

Solicitor Scarlett Wilson
Since 2007
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Research who is running against
Solicitor Scarlett Wilson this year
and familiarize yourself with
both of their platforms.
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County (or Circuit) Court System: Coroner
A coroner is a government official who is empowered to conduct or order an inquest into the
manner or cause of death, and to investigate or confirm the identity of an unknown person who
has been found dead within the coroner's jurisdiction
Local laws define the deaths a coroner must investigate, but most often include those that are
sudden, unexpected, and have no attending physician—and deaths that are suspicious or
violent. In some places in the United States, a coroner has other special powers, such as the
ability to arrest the county sheriff.
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Charleston County
Coroner

Berkeley County Coroner

Rae H. Wooton
Since 2006

George Oliver
Since 2018
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State Government Overview

Under the Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, all powers not granted to the Federal
Government are reserved for the States and the people. All State Governments are modeled
after the Federal Government and consist of three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial.
The U.S. Constitution mandates that all states uphold a “republican form” of government,
although the three-branch structure is not required.

LAW
MAKING

The state legislative body in South Carolina is called the South Carolina
General Assembly. This state lawmaking body consists of the lower House of
Representatives and the upper Senate.
State Representatives are elected every two years. State Senators are elected
every four years. There are no term limits.
(&) Action Step:

Find your state legislators based
on your address: https://
www.scstatehouse.gov/
legislatorssearch.php

LAW
ENFORCING

The governor of South Carolina is the chief executive of South Carolina. The
governor serves with a 4-year term with no more than two consecutive
terms.
According to the South Carolina Constitution,
the governor:
• Exercises "supreme executive authority."
• Appoints directors to 14 cabinet agencies,

South Carolina Governor
Henry McMaster

but most appointments are shared with the General Assembly.
• Serves as the commander-in-chief of the South Carolina
National Guard.
• Serves as the commander-in-chief of the South Carolina State
Guard, which is an auxiliary of the National Guard organized
for in-state homeland defense.
• Commutes death sentences to life imprisonment.
• Calls the General Assembly to an extra session in
"extraordinary circumstances."
• Adjourns the General Assembly as he shall think proper.
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Assumed 2017
Elected 2018
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• Exercises veto and a Line-item veto power on bills.
• Declares a state of emergency and oversees relief in the event of a disaster.
• Declares public schools and government offices closed during civil or weather
emergencies.
• Oversees all state departments.
• Serves as the ex officio chair of the board of trustees of all state universities.
• Submits a budget proposal to the General Assembly every January.
• Delivers a state of the state address, "from time to time," to the General Assembly; this is
usually done in January.
• Appoints United States senators in cases of vacancy to serve until the next election.
• Appoints (or suspends) county sheriffs in cases of vacancy to serve until the next election

The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) is a
statewide investigative law enforcement agency in South
Carolina. SLED provides manpower and technical assistance to
other law enforcement agencies and conducts investigations on
behalf of the state as directed by the Governor and Attorney
General. SLED Headquarters is located in the state capital,
Columbia, with offices in the Midlands, Piedmont, Pee Dee, and
Low Country regions.

SLED Director
Mark Keel
Since 2011 (2nd Term)

LAW
INTERPRETER
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The SLED director is appointed by the governor and serves 6year terms.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in South Carolina. The Court is
composed of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices who are elected
to ten year terms by the General Assembly. The terms of the justices are
staggered and a justice may be reelected to any number of terms.
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Chief Justice Donald W.
Beatty

Justice John W.
Kittredge

Since 2007
Appointed Chief in 2017

Since 2008
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Justice Kaye G. Hearn

Since 2009

Justice John Cannon Few

Justice George C. James,
Jr.

Since 2016

Since 2017
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Federal Government Overview

The Federal Government is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive, and
judicial, whose powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution in the Congress, the President, and
the Federal courts, respectively.

LAW
MAKING

The Legislative Branch consists of the House of Representatives and the
Senate, which together form the United States Congress. The Constitution
grants Congress the sole authority to enact legislation and declare war, the
right to confirm or reject many Presidential appointments, and substantial
investigative powers.

The House of Representatives is made up of 435 elected members, divided
among the 50 states in proportion to their total population. In addition, there are 6 non-voting
members, representing the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and four
other territories of the United States. The presiding officer of the chamber is the Speaker of the
House, elected by the Representatives. He or she is third in the line of succession to the
Presidency.
Members of the House are elected every two years and must be 25 years of age, a U.S. citizen
for at least seven years, and a resident of the state (but not necessarily the district) they
represent.
The Senate is composed of 100 Senators, 2 for each state. Until the ratification of the 17th
Amendment in 1913, Senators were chosen by state legislatures, not by popular vote. Since
then, they have been elected to six-year terms by the people of each state. Senator’s terms are
staggered so that about one-third of the Senate is up for reelection every two years. Senators
must be 30 years of age, U.S. citizens for at least nine years, and residents of the state they
represent.
The Vice President of the United States serves as President of the Senate and may cast the
decisive vote in the event of a tie in the Senate.
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/
SC#representatives

LAW
ENFORCING

(&) Action Step:

Identify your district and research
current representative and those
running for office.

The power of the Executive Branch is vested in the President of the
United States, who also acts as head of state and Commander-in-Chief of
the armed forces. The President is responsible for implementing and
enforcing the laws written by Congress and, to that end, appoints the
heads of the federal agencies, including the Cabinet. The Vice President
is also part of the Executive Branch, ready to assume the Presidency
should the need arise.

The Cabinet and independent federal agencies are responsible for the
day-to-day enforcement and administration of federal laws.
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The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest court in the land and the
only part of the federal judiciary specifically required by the Constitution.
The Constitution does not stipulate the number of Supreme Court Justices;
the number is set instead by Congress. There have been as few as six, but
LAW
since 1869 there have been nine Justices, including one Chief Justice. All
INTERPRETER
Justices are nominated by the President, confirmed by the Senate, and hold
their offices under life tenure. Since Justices do not have to run or campaign
for re-election, they are thought to be insulated from political pressure when
deciding cases. Justices may remain in office until they resign, pass away, or are
impeached and convicted by Congress.

Front row, left to right: Associate Justice Stephen G. Breyer, Associate Justice Clarence
Thomas, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr., Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate
Justice Samuel A. Alito. Back row: Associate Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, Associate Justice Sonia
Sotomayor, Associate Justice Elena Kagan, Associate Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh.
Credit: Fred Schilling, Collection of the Supreme Court of the United States
Nine Justices make up the current Supreme Court: one Chief Justice and eight Associate
Justices. The Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr., is the 17th Chief Justice of the United States, and
there have been 102 Associate Justices in the Court’s history.
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Upcoming Important Dates

October 2 at 5:00 p.m. | Deadline to register to vote in person for General Election (unless
county board holds weekend hours).
October 4 at 11:59 p.m. | Deadline to register to vote online or by fax or email for General
Election.
October 5 | Deadline to register to vote by mail for General Election (must be
postmarked by this date).
October 5 | County boards must have in-office absentee voting machines available
for General Election.
October 30 at 5:00 p.m. | Deadline to apply for absentee by mail ballot for General Election.
Warning: voters should apply at least one week prior to election day to
allow adequate mail time. Applying late puts voters at risk of being
unable to return ballots by the deadline of 7:00 p.m. on election day.
October 31 | Last Saturday prior to General Election. County boards must hold
absentee voting hours from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
November 2 at 5:00 p.m. | Deadline to vote absentee in person for General Election.

(&) Action Step:
Register to Vote

(&) Action Step:

Identify your polling place.

(&) Action Step:

VOTE!
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